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THIS IS AN IMPORTANT NOTICE. FAILURE TO FILE A TIMELY REGISTRATION 

RENEWAL REQUEST FORM WILL RESULT IN THE EXPIRATION OF YOUR 

REGISTERED RIGHTS UNDER THE WATER MANAGEMENT ACT, M.G.L. c. 21G. 

 

April 21, 2021 

 

Dear Cranberry Registrant: 

 

Department of Environmental Protection (the Department) records indicate that you hold a Registration 

that authorizes a water withdrawal under the Water Management Act (WMA).  WMA Registrations 

were first issued in 1988 and are typically renewed at 10-year intervals.  They were last renewed in 

2008.  In June 2017, the Department sent a letter to Registrants explaining that the expiration date for 

all 2008 Water Management Registrations had been extended by four years by Chapter 240 of the 

Acts of 2010 as amended by Chapter 238 of the Acts of 2012, collectively known as the Permit 

Extension Act, bringing the expiration date to December 31, 2021.    

 

Your Registration Statement will expire on December 31, 2021 unless the Department receives 

a completed and signed Registration Renewal Request Form.  Registrations held by persons in 

good standing with the Department, meaning those filing timely annual report forms and paying 

Annual Compliance Fees, will be renewed so long as the Department receives a completed and signed 

Registration Renewal Request Form. 

 

• If the enclosed information accurately describes your registered withdrawal please complete, 

sign and return the enclosed Registration Renewal Request Form for Cranberry Growers to the 

Department by May 14, 2021.    

• If the enclosed information contains any inaccuracies, please provide corrections, sign and 

return to the Department by May 14, 2021. 

• In either case, return the forms electronically (preferred) to dep.talks@mass.gov or 

to: Department of Environmental Protection, Water Management Act Program, One 

Winter Street, Boston, MA  02108  Attention: Registration Renewal Forms.  

 

Your Registration Renewal Request will be reviewed, and the Department will contact you to discuss 

your request if further clarification is required, or if any required annual report forms or Annual 

Compliance fees must be submitted prior to renewing your Registration.  
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If you do not file a Registration Renewal Request, you must file a WMA Permit Application if you 

wish to continue to make a water withdrawal above the threshold volume (9 million gallons over 3 

months).  For cranberry growers, the “threshold volume” is represented by 4.6 acres of “old-style” 

bog, or 9.3 acres of “new-style” bog that has been certified by the County Conservation District 

office.  The threshold acreage is the total acreage a registrant has in cultivation within a water 

source (the 27 major river basins in Massachusetts).   

 

If you have a WMA permit and do not have a registration, then you do not need to file a 

Registration Renewal Request.  If you have both a WMA permit and registration, then you must 

file a Registration Renewal Request.   

 

As part of this renewal process, the Department is proposing to condition registrations to require 

reductions in nonessential outdoor water use during times of declared drought.  Cranberry growers 

should be aware that water withdrawals for cranberry cultivation and harvest are considered to be an 

essential water use.  As such the Departments expects the proposed conditions will have little 

impacts on cranberry operations, but may require that landscape or ornamental watering be curtailed 

when a drought is declared in your region.  Nonessential outdoor uses are those not required for: (a) 

health or safety reasons; (b) by regulation; (c) the production of food and fiber; (d) the maintenance 

of livestock; or (e) to meet the core functions of a business.  Information on the proposed regulation 

changes will be posted to: https://www.mass.gov/regulations/310-CMR-3600-massachusetts-water-

resources-management-program 

 

The Department will send a renewed Registration Statement confirming your registration renewal 

upon completion of the compliance review.  All Registration Renewal Request reviews will be 

complete by December 31, 2021.  

 

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Shi Chen at 

shi.chen@mass.gov or (617) 292-5532. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Duane LeVangie, Program Chief 

Water Management Program 

Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 
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